VOLUME 2.  AIR OPERATOR ADMINISTRATION

Chapter 4.  MAINTAINING THE C. OF A.
4.1. 
OBJECTIVE
The guidance material in this chapter is intended to assist national regulatory authorities in fulfilling their obligations under Annex 8, in relation to the continuing validity/renewal of Certificates of Airworthiness. Annex 8, Part II, 5.1 specifies that a Certificate of Airworthiness shall be renewed or shall remain valid, subject to the laws of the State of Registry, provided that the continuing airworthiness of the aircraft shall be determined by a periodical inspection at appropriate intervals having regard to lapse of time and service or, alternatively, by means of a system of inspection approved by the State which will produce at least an equivalent result.

4.2  
The practice of most Contracting States is to control the validity of Certificates of Airworthiness in one of two ways.

a)
the issue of a Certificate of Airworthiness with a non-expiring period of validity, continuing airworthiness being determined through a system of inspection approved by the State; or

b)
the issue of a Certificate of Airworthiness with a pre​determined period of validity which can be renewed. The periods of time concerned are commonly between one and three years.   Renewal is subject to a determination of continuing airworthiness by the regulatory authority of the State concerned.

4.3 
Although of no direct relevance in a continuing airworthiness context, it is the practice of some States to make the continuing validity of a Certificate of Airworthiness subject to a condition that the aircraft remains on the register of the State concerned.

4.2. 
TECHNICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS

Regardless of the procedure adopted by States in determining the continuing validity of Certificates of Airworthiness, the continuing airworthiness of an aircraft at any point in time is based on compliance with the requirements that follow. References to "aircraft" should be interpreted to include the structure, systems, components, instruments, equipment and power-units. It is required that:

a)
the aircraft remains in conformity with the type design approved by the State of Registry; any modifications or repairs have been completed in accordance with procedures and methods approved by the State of Registry (Part V of this manual refers), any replacement components, parts. equipment or material are in accordance with the design requirements, having been obtained from sources acceptable to the State of Registry and installed  in  accordance  with  any procedures which have been prescribed by the State,

Note.-
Annex 6, Part I, 8.4 requires operators of aeroplanes to ensure that a system of inspection is provided to ensure that all maintenance, overhaul, modifications and repairs which affect airworthiness are effected as prescribed in the maintenance manual or otherwise as made mandatory by the State of Registry. Guidance on maintenance manuals is contained in other parts of the manual.

b)
1) 
the aircraft has been serviced and maintained to a programme approved by the State of Registry. in accordance with any methods and procedures which the State may have prescribed or approved.

Note 1- Refer to the Note following a) above.

Note 2- Annex 6, Part 1, 11.3 requires operators of aeroplanes to provide an aeroplane maintenance programme, approved by the State of Registry, containing maintenance tasks and intervals at which these tasks are to be performed

2)
if the aircraft is the subject of a reliability programme. including in particular engine trend monitoring. corrective action has been instituted to rectify any adverse trends:

3) any certification maintenance requirements have been complied with at the prescribed intervals;

Note. - 
As part of the type certification process of a modern transport aircraft, system safety maintenance tasks, known as Certification Maintenance Requirements (CMR), may have been identified. Such tasks, and their associated intervals, limit the exposure time to significant latent failures that would, in combination with one or more events identified in a numerically based safety analysis, result in catastrophic failure conditions. No change to the content or frequency of these tasks should be approved without the agreement of the State of Design. Further guidance on CMR is provided in other parts of this manual

c)
all modifications or inspections declared mandatory by the State of Registry (commonly referred to as airworthiness directives) have been complied with. With regard to inspections, this includes both inspections which require a one time action and those with repetitive content;

Note.- 
The responsibilities of States of Registry in relation to continuing airworthiness requirements of this nature are contained in ICAO Annex 8, Part IL Section 4. .

d)
any parts of the aircraft that have an ultimate service life limit declared by the organization responsible for the type design or the State of Registry have not exceeded their approved lives;

Note.- 
Aircraft maintenance manuals prepared in the format required by the Air Transport Association of America Specification Number 100 (ATA 100), contain this information in Chapter 5. For some older aircraft types, this information may sometimes be published in the Flight Manual or Type Certificate Data Sheet.

e)
if the aircraft has been released to service with any airworthiness significant  systems,  components  or equipment unserviceable, this is in compliance with a minimum equipment list or similar document approved by the State of Registry;

f)
if the aircraft has been released into service with any structural parts missing, this is in compliance with procedures approved by the State of Registry;

Note.- 
Information of this nature is sometimes included as a Configuration Deviation List in the flight manual

g)
all minor unrepaired damage is within limits acceptable to the State of Registry. Reference should be made to the structural repair manual for the aircraft type concerned to determine acceptable limits;

h)
all markings and placards included in the approval of the type design by the State of Registry are present;

i)
the aircraft mass and balance data is in conformity with the requirements of the State of Registry, including re​weighing if appropriate and/or compliance with a system for recording progressive mass and balance change;

j)
for those States who include operational equipment, e.g. flight recorders, in their national requirements for the continuing validity of Certificates of Airworthiness, the equipment is serviceable.  Any operational equipment installed for a particular type of operation should have an approval status acceptable to the State of the Operator, be installed in a manner acceptable to that State and be in a serviceable condition;

k)
the aircraft records are  in conformity  with the requirements of the State of Registry, which must as a minimum meet the requirements of Annex 6, Part 1.8.8;

I)
in addition to the information specified in Annex 8, the flight manual includes any changes made mandatory by the State of Registry as required by Annex 6. Part I,
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